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REFORMATION SUNDAY: 31 October 2010
Preacher: 
Liturgist: 
ORDER OF SERVICE 
1. Introit: To God be the glory   

To God be the glory, great things He has done;
So loved He the world that He gave us His Son,
Who yielded His life an atonement for sin,
And opened the life gate that all may go in.

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
Let the earth hear His voice!
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
Let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son,
And give Him the glory, great things He has done.

O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood,
To every believer the promise of God;
The vilest offender who truly believes,
That moment from Jesus a pardon receives
2. Call to Worship 
Leader: Greetings in the name of the Lord our God, Amen!  
Cong: With what shall we come and bow before the Lord?
Leader: The Lord has shown you O people that you should do justice

Cong: And that we should love mercy and walk humbly with the Lord

Leader: For the Lord our God is just, merciful and full of compassion! 

Cong: We shall sing and dance to the Lord, the Rock of our Salvation
3. Prayer of Adoration and praise 
4. Prayer of Confession 

Leader: Let us confess our sins before God and ask for healing:

We have afflicted, by own power and by  silent support of systems that oppresses and enslave; [Forgive us O God] 
We have struck down others, casting stone on their dreams and hopes, until they are destroyed; [Forgive us O God]

 Lord, we are the clay; You are the potter, we are the work of your hand;
Minister: Through the broken body of Christ we are broken, through the breath of the Spirit we are re-made. The Spirit challenges us to live as the forgiven, joyful people of God, doing justice, loving mercy and walking humbly with the Lord our God.

Response by the Congregation: 
Ungu Thixo onenceba 

Engazang' iphele 

Ngako ndiya lila, ndithi 

Bawo! Ndixolele
5. Confessions in silence followed by the Lord’s Prayer in our mother tongues!
6. congregational Praise and worship through song and dance 
Masithi  -  Amen, siyakudumisa!
Masithi  -  Amen, siyakudumisa,
Masithi  -  Amen,  Bawo,  Amen,  Bawo,
Amen,  siyakudumisa!
Chorus

Sing Amen  -  Amen, sing praises to the Lord!
Sing Amen  -  Amen, sing praises to the Lord,
Sing Amen  -  Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen,
Amen , sing praises to the Lord.
A re re, - Amen, re a u rorisa!
A re re, - Amen, re a u rorisa,
A re re, - Amen, Ntate, Amen Ntate,
Amen, re a u rorisa!
Sing Amen  -  Amen, sing lof aan God die Heer!
Sing Amen  -  Amen, sing lof aan God die Heer,
Sing Amen  -  Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen,
Amen, sing lof aan God die Heer!
7. Greetings, Sharing the Peace, Notices, Birthdays, Offertory, Prayer Requests. 
8. Hymn:  Blessed Assurance
Blessed assurance - Jesus is mine!

O what a foretaste of glory divine!

Heir of salvation, purchased of God;

Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood

CHORUS:

This is my story, this is my song

Praising my Saviour all the day long

This is my story, this is my song

Praising my Saviour all the day long

Perfect submission, perfect delight,

Visions of rapture now burst on my sight:

Angels descending bring from above,

Echoes of mercy, whispers of love

Perfect submission, all is at rest,

I in my Saviour am happy and blest;

Watching and waiting, looking above

Filled with His goodness lost in His love
9. Scripture: Isaiah 1: 10-18; I Thessalonians 1: 1-4, 11-12; Luke 19:1 - 10
10. SERMON/MEDITATION : 
Meditation for Reformation Sunday: 31 October 2010

On this Reformation Sunday, the Lectionary takes us to a well known story that took place in the border town of Jericho. Jericho tends to host some of the most dramatic events recorded in the Bible. The story of the spies who were sent to check the defences of the Promised Land by Joshua, and how they were helped by Rahab the harlot, and its subsequent fall in a very dramatic fashion, are some of the stories that took place in Jericho. (See Joshua chapter 2:1ff).Closer to our story today is the incident of the healing of the blind beggar, who, incidentally is named Bartimaeus, in the gospel of Mark, (See Mark 10:46-52). Jericho was a border town and hence the presence of a prominent and hated tax-collector named Zacchaeus.  Tax-collectors worked for the Roman government and also for themselves.  They collected all sorts of taxes from the people and took extra for the pay of a whole range of middleman in a loosely defined tax system. Taxation is one of those trades that will probably never find universal acceptance. It is worse in those cases where taxes are collected for illegitimate regimes.  Some regimes ignore the plight of the poor who continue to languish in abject poverty, disease and squalor and lack of infrastructure.

Zacchaeus was a well-known and hated tax-collector. Jesus on the other hand was seen by the common people as their ‘liberator’ and one understood his mission as “anointed to bring good news to the poor; to proclaim release to the captives; recovery of sight to the blind and to let the oppressed go free; and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour”.  Luke 4:18-19 NRSV.
It was therefore unimaginable even for the liberals among his followers that he could choose to be a guest at a tax-collector’s home, let alone his opponents among the ruling elite. The visit was a scandal as far as they were concerned. The Lord works in mysterious ways indeed!

Let us look closer at this intriguing story:

Jesus and his disciples were on their way to Jerusalem for the Passover.

Zacchaeus had probably heard about the Galilean Teacher who was popular with the ordinary folk and was also friendly disposed towards the so-called sinners and tax-collectors. He was desperate to “see” this man. He never dreamt of having him at his home!

When the majority began to grumble at this visit, Zacchaeus stood up to plead his case pledging: To give half of his possessions to the poor; To repay four times as much to those he had defrauded! 

Total transformation of the man! He now understands that he has to be in compassion with the poor. His destiny is inter-twinned with that of the poor. 

And to all this Jesus has one of the most encouraging statements made when he says: “Today salvation has come to this house, because he too is a child of Abraham. ‘For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost’”. 

And what does this mean for us on this Reformation Sunday? Reformation Day commemorates a movement of re-discovery of the meaning of the Christian faith. It involved answering the question of human destiny, an issue that rested with Paul’s words of ‘justification by faith’. We want to add that this is not faith as a mere accent to some sets of dogmatic statements but faith as relational activity. It is action in solidarity with the poor, despised and all those that the world considers as “nobodies”.  There is need for every church to strive to re-discover for itself the meaning of discipleship. 

For Zacchaeus it meant new alliances and solidarity with the poor and with those he had defrauded. Previously he had seen them as ‘fodder’ for exploitation but now he can relate with them as brothers and sisters in a common struggle for the betterment of life.  And that is what Reformation should challenge us to be: That we should always be reforming. Church membership and participation in the struggle for life should mean that we are never a finished product to be displayed but rather one that must always be doing justice, loving mercy and walking humbly with the Lord our God. 
To God be the Glory!
Closing Hymn: REA U BOKA MORENA

REA u boka, Morena 

Re ntse re thabela uena; 

Re sa phela hamonate 

Ka paballo ea hau, Ntate.

Re pholositsoe ka mohau, 

Kalineo tsohle tsa hao; 

Reko la hao Ie leholo

Le re thabisitse pelo.

Khanna joale banaba hao, 

Sa ee ka tbaba tsa molao; 

E be joko e bobebe

E sikaroang ka sebete

U re nee ho thabela 

Tsee u Ii ratang kaofela; 

Thato ea hao e phethehe 

Sana ba ha"o ba khethehe

11. Sending forth 

[Where possible, people should face each other as they say the following]

May the strength of God pilot you; May the power of God preserve you 
May the wisdom of God instruct you; May the hand of God protect you
May the way of God direct you; May the shield of God defend you
May the Christ be with us, Christ before us, Christ in us, Christ over us.  

12. blessing
May the Lord bless you and keep you; May the face of the Lord shine upon you and be gracious to you; May the countenance of the Lord be upon you and give you peace, now and forever, AMEN.
